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Local Governments
King County Agriculture Program (L1)

Response to Comment L1-1

The text has been revised in Chapter 9 sections 9.1.3.1 and 9.1.3.2 to indicate the river and wetland
discharge sites are located within the Snoqualmie River Valley Agricultural Production District.

Response to Comment L1-2

King County Wastewater Treatment Division recognizes the Agriculture Program concerns regarding
impacts to farming operations. The Wastewater Treatment Division seeks to utilize established right-of-
ways and easements to the greatest extent possible.  Locating wastewater facilities in the right-of-way
would likely avoid impacts to farming operations. Please also see the response to the next comment (L1-
3).  If installation of a pipe in agricultural soils or currently farmed land is necessary the planned depth of
installation should be sufficient to farm over.

Response to Comment L1-3

The project plans currently propose burying the pipeline to a depth of 3 to 8 feet. Please see the response
to Comment L1-2 on other steps that will be taken to avoid disturbance to tillage operations.

Response to Comment L1-4

The wetland discharge alternative includes plans for the installation of swales to direct high water to
existing streams or oxbow lakes.  It is anticipated these swales will prevent the lateral movement of
discharged water to areas where it could readily infiltrate to ground water.  Other groundwater lateral
movement is not expected because of the interaction between the ground water and surface water will be
quite small even for water that is moved laterally off the discharge site due to the low permeability of the
surface geology as discussed in Section 6.1.4.
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King County Department of Development and Environmental Services (L2)

Response to Comment L2-1

Several Chapters of the Carnation Municipal Code (CMC) regulate land use in the 100-year flood plain
including Chapter 15.88 – Environmentally Sensitive Areas Chapter 15.64 Floodways, Floodplains, and
Erosion.  The City of Carnation Shoreline Master Program also regulates development in the Floodplain.
These regulatory tools would be used to manage development within the regulatory 100-year Floodplain.

Response to Comment L2-2

As was disclosed in the Draft EIS, a portion of each Wastewater Treatment Plant site is within the 100-
year floodplain. The decision makers, the King County Executive in coordination with the Carnation City
Council, will consider the impacts disclosed in the Draft and Final EIS when selecting a site for the
treatment plant. Please see the response to comment Washington State Department of Natural Resources,
S2-2 for further discussion of alternative selection.  The final decision on where the facility will be
located will be made through the consideration of policy criteria and environmental factors.  Any portion
of the wastewater treatment facility located in the 100-year floodplain would be designed to meet
applicable federal, state, and local flood proofing and development standards.

Response to Comment L2-3

The King County Wastewater Treatment Division will work with the King County Department of
Development and Environmental Services and the City of Carnation to make sure proposed facilities in
King County’s jurisdiction meet applicable regulatory requirements.
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King County Historic Preservation Program (L3)

Response to Comment L3-1

Chapter 13, Section 13.1.1 has been revised to provide clarification on the regulatory authority over
cultural resources in the project area.

Response to Comment L3-2

Table 13-1 has been revised as recommended.

Response to Comment L3-3

The City of Carnation will conduct a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and State
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) review of the sanitary sewer collection system project.  As part of
these reviews the city will work with a professional consultant to assess the proposed action.  For further
information please contact the City of Carnation at (425) 333-4192.

Response to Comment L3-4

The King County Wastewater Treatment Division agrees that potential for indirect impacts to historic
buildings could increase as a result of development following the treatment plant.
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Response to Comment L3-5

This section has been modified as requested.  Please see the response to L3-3 for further information on
the NEPA and SEPA environmental review of the sanitary sewer collection system.

Response to Comment L3-6

Please see the response to L3-3 for further information on the SEPA review of the sanitary sewer
collection system.
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City of Carnation (L4)

Response to Comment L4-1

Thank you for your comment. The text of this section has been changed to reflect this information
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Response to Comment L4-2

Chapter 14, Sections 14.1.2.1 and 14.1.2.2 have been changed to reflect this information.

Response to Comment L4-3

Chapter 3, Section 3.1.1.3: has been changed to indicate the proximity of the school to the Weckwerth
site.

Through reviewing aerial photographs and site visits it has been determined that the City-owned site has
more neighbors, including an apartment building, than the Weckwerth site.  King County Wastewater
Treatment Division agrees that the student population of Tolt Middle School would result in a large
number of individuals in closer proximity to the treatment plant should the Weckwerth site be selected.

Response to Comment L4-4

The potential land use impacts of no action are discussed in Chapter 9, Section 9.2.4. SEPA does not
require evaluation of economic issues.

Response to Comment L4-5

The language has been incorporated into the text.

Response to Comment L4-6

This text has been added to this section.

Response to Comment L4-7

This text has been added to this section.

Response to Comment L4-8

This text has been added to this section.
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Response to Comment L4-9

Please see the responses to the comments from the Riverview School District.




